Parliamentary Government in England
It is expected that the Labour Party will be allowed to
form a Government exactly as though it proposed to carry
on the work of its predecessor instead of undoing that
work. Its opponents will be allowed to ventilate their
grievances in the usual way; the country will, in the
usual way, also, be educated by the process of parliamen-
tary debate; and, at the end of a five-years' period, the
country will be asked once more to choose between the
Labour Party and its rival. Anything else, argues Mr.
Attlee, is unlikely because mature political peoples "who
have had years of experience of personal freedom and
political democracy" are unlikely to find either Com-
munism or Fascism to their liking. Mr. Attlee rests his
faith on our national character and the long tradition of
peace the success of our economic system, until quite
recently, conferred upon us.
But working to a Socialist society through the par-
liamentary system does not merely mean that the Standing
Orders and the conventions of the Constitution are ob-
served. It means also that business men who have no
confidence in the new order will yet so restrain them-
selves as to act as though they have. It means that the
atmosphere of consent necessary to the transformation
will be forthcoming from men who have been using all
the resources at their disposal to prevent its coming. It
means that they will respect the Constitution when each
item of policy for which it is operated under a Labour
Government is a move towards a society they believe to
be capable neither of efficiency nor of success. That kind
of self-restraint has not been their habit in the past. "It
is the secret of our governing class/' Mr, Shaw has
written, "who, though perfectly prepared to be generous,
humane, cultured, philanthropic, public-spirited, and
personally charming, in the second instance, are un-
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